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Thomas J. Kane, Discussion of Eric Hanushek and Margaret Raymond “Improving
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(ed.) Education in the 21* Century: Meeting the Challenges of a Changing World
(Boston: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston) June 2002, pp. 237-247.

Thomas J. Kane, “The Aid Game: The Enigmatic Economics of Student Financial Aid”,
review of Michael McPherson and Morton Schapiro, The Student Aid Game
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998) and Elizabeth Duffy and Idana
Goldberg Crafting a Class (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998)
appearing in Harvard Magazine, (March-April, 1999), pp. 21-26.
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Aging (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998).
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Accountable (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 1996).

Thomas J. Kane, Review of Sheldon Danziger, Gary Sandefur and Daniel Weinberg
(eds.) Confronting Poverty: Prescriptions for Change (New York: Russell Sage,
1994) in Journal of Economic Literature, (1996) Vol. 34, pp. 782-784.

Thomas J. Kane, Review of Sheldon Danziger and Peter Gottschalk (eds.), Uneven Tides:
Rising Inequality in America (New York: Russell Sage, 1993) in Journal of
Policy Analysis and Management, (1994) Vol. 13, No. 3, pp 594-600.
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Founder and Faculty Director, Center for Education Policy Research, Harvard University

Member of Advisory Committee to Secretary of Education James Peyser on
Massachusetts testing program (PARCC vs. MCAS) 2015

Member of Education Reform Commission for New York State (appointed by Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, 2012)

Co-Founder of College Opportunity and Career Help (COACH) Program, a collaboration
between the Kennedy School of Government and the Boston Public Schools

Appointed by Mayor James Hahn to Los Angeles’ Free Cash for College Task Force

Member of Academic Advisory Council for Lumina Foundation, 2001-2004.

Member of Advisory Committee for the American Council on Education’s Center for
Policy Analysis, 2001-2003.

Member of College Board’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Student Financial Aid.

Technical Review Panel for National Center on Education Statistics’ Education
Longitudinal Study.

Technical Review Panel for the Evaluation of GEAR-UP.

Appointed by Governor William Weld to Full Employment Program Advisory Board,
1997.
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Appointed Member, Yidan Prize Foundation, Council of Luminaries

Professor of the Year 2006, Department of Public Policy, UCLA School of Public
Affairs, June, 2006. (Awarded by vote of MPP students.)

Named a “Future Leader of Higher Education” by American Association for Higher
Education, Change Magazine, January, 1998.

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Dissertation Award, 1992.

Manuel C. Carballo Memorial Prize, Harvard University, 1987.

Kennedy Fellow, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1985.

Regents Fellow, University of Michigan, 1984.

Summa Cum Laude graduate, Notre Dame Scholar and Phi Beta Kappa, University of
Notre Dame, 1983.




Examples of Project Leadership (Principal Investigator or Co-PI):

Since 2005, the Center for Education Policy Research at Harvard University has raised over
$120 million for research projects, building the analytic capacity of school agencies and training
the next generation of education researchers. Here are some examples of projects led by Dr.
Kane at Harvard and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation:

1. The Road to Recovery Project $1,600,000
Along with the assessment provider, NWEA, and American Institutes of Research, our
research center is working with a number of school districts to measure learning loss
during the pandemic and to provide real-time data on the efficacy of different catch-up
interventions, such as tutoring, summer school and double periods of math or English.
Funder: Walton Family Foundation, Carnegie Corporation and Kenneth C. Griffin.

2. Partners in Education Research (PIER) $8,000,000
The fellowship provides opportunities to Harvard doctoral students from HGSE, HKS
and FAS to learn to do research in collaboration with state and local education agencies.
Funder: Institute of Education Sciences
Duration: 7/2015 through 6/2024

3. National Center on Rural Education Research Networks $10,420,799
The project is supporting rural school districts in New York and Ohio to pilot and test
interventions meant to lower student absenteeism and improve college readiness. The
goal is to develop a model of systematic, evidence-based improvement which could be
used to help rural schools in other states.

Funder: Institute of Education Sciences
Co-PIs: Thomas J. Kane, Douglas Staiger and Christopher Avery
Duration: 3/2019-6/2024

4. Proving Ground: Faster, Cheaper Evidence Gathering for Education $20,350,000
From pharmaceuticals to the retail industry, the path to improvement has required
piloting interventions on a small scale and systematically measuring impacts. The
project is managing a network of urban school districts and charter management
organizations to do the same.

Funders: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Carnegie Corporation of New York
PI: Thomas J. Kane
Duration: 7/2016-6/2021

5. Learning by the Book $1,100,000
The project collected data from principals and teachers on elementary math curricula and
compared the achievement gains of schools using different curricula across six states.
Funders: Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, Hewlett Foundation
PI: Thomas J. Kane
Duration: 2017 to 2019
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10.

1.

Best Foot Forward Project $4,995,000
The project sought to improve the quality and usefulness of classroom observations by
allowing teachers to collect videos of their own teaching to discuss with supervisors and
content experts outside the school. The project is providing tools to make video
collection a centerpiece of teacher evaluation and feedback.

Funders: Kenneth C. Griffin and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Duration: 2013 to 2018

Tennessee High School Math Remediation (SAILS) $1,672,000
The project administered math assessments and surveyed teachers in 120 high schools in
Tennessee to assess the impact of an innovative math remediation program for high
school seniors.

Funders: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Duration: 2016 to 2018

Evaluating Newark Education Reforms $428,043
Aided by $200 million in private philanthropy, city and state leaders launched a major
school reform effort in Newark, New Jersey in 2011. The project measured the impacts
on student achievement over the subsequent 5 years.

Funders: Start-up Foundation

Duration: 2015 to 2017

Teaching Higher: Teacher Implementation of Common Core Standards  $1,318,000
The project surveyed teachers to learn about the challenges they confronted when
implementing the Common Core State Standards.

Funders: Helmsley Charitable Trust and Hewlett Foundation

Duration: 2015 to 2017

Measures of Effective Teaching Project $60,000,000
The project collected videos, student surveys and student achievement data in 3000
classrooms across six urban school districts. In the second year, the project tested the
predictive power of indicators of effective teaching by randomly assigning classrooms to
participating teachers. The results shaped the redesign of teacher evaluation systems in
U.S. and internationally. Project data are available for other researchers through the
University of Michigan Institute for Social Research.

Funder: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Duration: 5/2009 through 2/2013

National Center on Teacher Effectiveness $10,000,000
The project tested tools for measuring the effectiveness of elementary math instructors
(including classroom observations, student surveys and assessments of teachers’
pedagogical content knowledge.)

Funder: Institute of Education Sciences

Co-PlIs: Thomas J. Kane, Heather Hill and Douglas Staiger

Duration: 7/2009-6/2014
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